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The Rev. Tom Rutherford, Rector

December, 2004

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Messiah,

SHHHH!

Let’s surprise Jesus this year for his birthday.

Let’s throw him a party and give him a gift he’ll never forget!

The patty — or rathet the parTIES — happen during the week of his birthday, and there ate five to
choose from:

Thursday, December 23, at 7pm — Christmas Eve EVE! This is a party for the folks who may be
traveling or would rather be home away from the crowds on Christmas Eve. It will be like our
Sunday night service with the worship band leading us in Christmas celebration.

Friday, December 24
4+ S5pm — Children’s Service. 55 minutes of celebrating Jesus” Birthday and Holy
Communion with our youngest, smallest, and wiggliest members in mind.
+ 7pm — Rite 2 Festival Eucharist with incense, the choir, and candles for all.
4+ 10:30pm — Rite 1 Festival Eucharist with the choit, candles, and a peaceful end to this
“Silent Night.”

Saturday, December 25. at 10:30am — Christmas Morning Simple Celebration. Holy Communion
with Jesus, me, my guitar, and your Messiah family.

I hope you’ll surprise Jesus for at least one of the parties. And please bring friends. There’s nothing
out Good Shepherd likes more for his birthday than to have a couple of his lost sheep at the party!

Finally: 1f it’s a birthday party, what present do we bring for the Birthday Boy?

Jesus doesn’t want out “stuff” for his birthday. He wants US! So as we come to one of the parties
this year, let’s present ourselves to him: “our souls and bodies as living sacrifices.”

And say, “Happy Birthday, Jesus! I'm yours!”

Grace and peace,

Tom Rutherford
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